CHAPTER XVII

MOTIVES

MANY and varied are the motives adduced in ex-
Dlanation of Mother India. Most of the 'replies' have
either ignored or repudiated the book's declared pur-
pose as stated in its first chapter, where the author
furthermore declares, 'In shouldering this task my-
self, I am fully aware of the resentments I shall incur;
of the accusations of muckraking; of injustice; of
material-mindedness; of lack of sympathy; of false-
hood perhaps; perhaps of prurience.'1

Easily she might have added: Of being British-
bom; of bearing malice and hatred against the British;
of being backed by Moscow; of having sold my souj to
Britain; of writing a dime novel; even of loving porno-
graphy and courting riches through pandering to my
fellow Americans' depraved tastes. For each of these
accusations, and many others, equally fantastic, have
in turn been made.

Following the additional imputations in* the order
in which they are suggested, we find the Rev. Reuben
F. Porter, in Wabash, Indiana, recently informingphis
congregation that 'Miss Mayo is English2 and travelled
around India under the supervision of the British
Government.'8 Because he had recently returned from

1 Mother India, p. 26.

2 Miss Mayo was born in Ridgeway, Pennsylvania, the tenth in
descent from American parentage, (Who's Who in America, 1918
et seg., and Records Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants.)

3 Plain Dealer, Wabash, Indiana, November aoth, 1938.
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